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Asia
Nitin Sundar Bangalore

}Cricket of this magnitude is 
always on the front pages in India, 
no news is deemed more important. 
Despite the hoopla around the IPL, 
India has a solid Test match following 
that has craved action since the 
hard-fought series in South Africa at 
the turn of the year. India’s success 
in the World Cup has only stoked 
the appetite further. The timing 
of cricket in England is perfect for 
the Indian audience. Play begins at 
3pm and goes on until 10pm on an 
average day, which makes it ideal 
prime-time television.
    Even for a series such as this, India 
doesn’t consume Test cricket as much 
as the ODIs and the IPL. So given the 
surfeit of those already this year, this 
series is more low-key. That India 
chased leather in the first two Tests 
did not help.

India has been following England’s 
exploits during the Ashes and there 
is immense regard for some of the 
players. But Indian fans have a curious 
memory: a lot think Stuart Broad is 
still the same bowler Yuvraj Singh hit 
for six sixes in 2007.~

Vishal Lamba 
bar manager,  
Frank’s Place, 
Beijing

} In China, 
Indian people 
never stop work 
to watch cricket 
but those who 
cannot have the 
telly on will definitely find a radio 
or set up streaming on computers – 
and especially when big players are 
batting. There are lots of expats in 
Beijing – Indians, English and Aussies 
– and we love cricket and watch in 
the pub whenever it’s on, especially 
at the weekend. Strangely, we get live 
coverage on China Star Sports, which 
is great for the pub. The Chinese are 
still lagging behind in cricket but the 
game has a name in Chinese: pan chou. 
The World Cup was great for the pub 
– really busy during the big games.~
Steve McKenlay Abu Dhabi

} Indian John Jose, circulation 
director for sports newspaper Sport360 
in Abu Dhabi, is a cricket fanatic and 
despite his long working hours makes 
sure he doesn’t miss any of the cricket 

action, even when his team is not 
enjoying the best of times. John, who 
lives in Dubai, said: ‘With such a high 
percentage of the UAE population 
being Asian, cricket is massive over 
here not just with Indians but with 
Sri Lankans, Pakistanis, Australians 
and Englishmen. This series is very 
big for me and thousands of others in 
the UAE and that India won the World 
Cup also added to the fascination.’~
North America
Brendan Munro  
Edmonton

}While Surrey in England will be 
cheering for the English, Surrey in 
Canada is firmly in the Indian camp 
as home to one of Canada’s largest 
Indian ex-pat communities. Hopes 
there were high for India before 

the series. Local 
restaurant House 
of Dosas has its 
doors open 24 
hours during 
the series to 
accommodate 
fans. ‘Most players 
will follow the 
Test series but 

it will not garner the same interest 
as the World Cup,’ says Alex Turko 
of the BC Mainland Cricket league. 
‘Some players will watch the series on 
Willow TV.’

Meanwhile in Victoria, a Canadian 
city sometimes labelled as being 
more English than England, an 
enclave of local cricketers and fans 
are hoping to watch England take  its 
position as the world’s top-ranked 
Test nation.

As always in Canada, this series 
will fly well below the national 
sports radar but it should generate a 
strong sense of excitement across the 
patchwork of dedicated, bleary-eyed 
cricket fans exchanging normal sleep 
patterns for a chance to watch their 
team bat.~
Gregory Uzelac New York City

} ‘India is looking very good since 
the World Cup,’ says my seemingly 
out-of-the-loop cab driver, Narinder, 
after I ask him if he will be keeping 
up with the Test series between 
England and India, ‘but I do not  
have the time to try and follow  
such things.’

It isn’t easy to follow cricket 

in New York City but there’s no 
shortage of fans. There are many 
Indians here, and while there are far 
fewer Englishmen, many neutrals 
in New York are spitefully rooting 
for Strauss’s boys, seeing England 
as David out to vanquish cricket’s 
new World Cup-wielding Goliath. 
The web is the only real source for 
cricket coverage – and it is hardly 
ever convenient. But you haven’t 
experienced Test cricket until you’ve 
woken up at 5am to huddle close to 
a computer screen and pray that the 
bootlegged satellite signal doesn’t 
conk out. American cricketers are a 
tough breed as we have a lot going 
against us. But while you may not 
think the US is cricket-friendly, New 
York City alone houses enough fans 
to fill Lord’s.~

South America
Scott Oliver Buenos Aires

}Deep in that most anglophile of 
South American cities, Buenos Aires, 
lies the Belgrano Athletic Club, venue 
since 1891 of the annual North versus 
South three-day cricket match. 
Skipper of the Belgrano Barbarians, 
James Drummond, had been eagerly 
anticipating the series but says that 
‘only a handful of die-hard fans will 
follow it live on the web – there’s no 
TV or radio coverage’.

As well as scant media exposure, 
there is a negligible Indian 
ex-pat presence in the city and, as 
Drummond explains: ‘Argentina is 
also playing in a T20 tournament in 
Miami, which will be followed more 
keenly.’ Of the sports introduced by 
Brits, it was cricket that least took 
hold. But Drummond does say that 

during the World Cup, 
Estebán McDermott’s 
national cricket team did 
locate some all-night bars 
showing matches, where 
they duly met to ‘follow 
individual players – like 
KP and Tendulkar – rather 
than teams’.~

The battle to be the best Test nation 

on the planet is gripping attention 

everywhere. Or is it? As the series 

burst into life The Cricketer sought 

views of its real impact from fans 

across all seven continents

Taking 
over 

the world

▼

Worldwide web: 
watching the Test 
on the internet in 
New York below;   
the Belgrano 
Barbarians in 
Buenos Aires right

Places to go: 
Frank’s Place in 
Beijing screens live 
cricket above;  RJ 
Muttavanchery 
and Keshav Chand 
in the House of 
Dosas in Edmonton 
below

Rising for heroes: 
Tendulkar walks 
out at Lord’s to a 
standing ovation 
in the second 
innings above; 
left, from top: the 
queues formed 
early on the last 
day; Strauss drops 
Tendulkar on 12; 
Broad gets Ishant 
Sharma and 
England win
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Africa
Nick Davies-Jones Benghazi, Libya

} Indian construction firms were in 
high demand before the revolution 
in Libya’s eastern stronghold of 
Benghazi but their workers were 
evacuated, leaving the construction 
sites empty and silent. The Prakash 
family ignored warnings and stayed. 
Sowmya, Bhanu and three-and-a-half-
year-old Aikya are fans of cricket. 
‘It was not like we were keen to stay 
in Libya, but we were settled here,’ 
explains Sowmya.

Both parents work for a local 
cosmetics firm. They were very 
pleased with India’s World Cup 
victory but that joy was tempered 
by a lack of coverage. ‘Libyans know 
very little about cricket; in fact they 
don’t know too much at all. They’d 
rather watch football... We could 
only get updates of the World Cup 
victory through CNN.’ International 
broadcasters will again be the only 
outlet to get scores in a country with 
limited access to 
the internet and 
frequent, long-
lasting power 
cuts. Little 
Aikya’s verdict 
was simple: ‘We 
expect them 
[India] to do 
good.’~
Telford Vice  
Johannesburg

}The series is going down like a 
lumpy beer in South Africa. India’s 
implosion in the first two matches has 
raised questions about the Proteas’ 
performance against India in the 
Republic last season. Having lusted 
loudly after Indian blood on South 
Africa’s fast pitches, the home side 
encountered opponents who matched 
their aggression and drew the series. 
But what’s really rankling with South 
Africans is that England look locked 
on course to top the Test rankings. 
More specifically, that they seem set 
do so with a side powered by players 
whose flat vowels and uncomplicated 
approach betray their origins. It 
hurts to lose – or even draw – at home 
against India. But losing players to 
England hurts more.~

Antarctic station, below Cape Town 
on the map, so only four hours ahead 
of Blighty. Play starts at 3pm.

As to whether it lightens the 
winter darkness … that depends on 
the result. As a series it doesn’t hold 
that much interest for the rest of this 
Australian station unless of course the 
Poms start getting smashed. The sun 
has actually started surfacing again 
recently. We’ve got back to about 
four hours of light after midwinter 
total darkness. I hope as the series 
progresses the sun comes through 
and the results tie in to remind me of 
England in the summer.~
europe
Nadim Arman  
Bengali Cricket Club, Barcelona

}Unfortunately in Spain we don’t 
have any channel where we can 
watch the match easily. If there were 
TV channels to watch cricket live 
in Spain then people would start to 
talk about it. A few years ago nobody 
was interested but now locals do ask. 
In bars whose owners are Indian-
Pakistani-Bangladeshi there may be 
a satellite connection. I don’t think 
people are thinking about this series. 

Australasia
Geoff Piggott Melbourne

}The first two Tests against India 
strengthened the grudging respect 
that England earned during their 
successful Ashes campaign down 
under. Now the Poms’ rise cannot be 
attributed to results against 
mediocre opposition like Australia. 
As one Fairfax columnist wrote: 
‘Maddeningly, there is not only
much to respect about England, there 
is also little to dislike.’

The prevailing view is that 
England are talented, motivated 
and well prepared. Australia’s elite, 
by comparison, is overly concerned 
with T20 contracts and celebrity 
Wags. The only consolation comes 
through discussing how this England 
team would be no match for Steve 
Waugh’s outfit. And when Aussies get 

Only a few related with cricket 
organising are a bit excited. People 
don’t get to see live matches and 
don’t know who’s playing.~
Sara Torvalds  
cricket fan from 
Finland, at Lord’s

} I saw the 
entire first Test 
at Lord’s – it was 
an incredible 
experience – I 
simply can’t 
understand why 
anybody would 
prefer T20. I also can’t believe that I 
got to experience two declarations – 
the concept of the declaration (and 
all the strategy it brings into play) 
was one of the things that made 
me fall in love with cricket. Seeing 
cricket live for the first time, I was 
delighted to get a better idea of the 
field placings than you can get on 
TV, as well as an idea of the distance 
from the stumps to the wicketkeeper. 
And I’m definitely not in favour of 
disturbing the aesthetics of cricket 
with coloured pyjamas and names on 
the backs.~

tired of that, they can climb aboard 
their bicycle to take part in a Tour 
de France victory parade with new 
national hero, winner Cadel Evans.~
Antarctica
Rich Baker  
medical practitioner from Doncaster, 
Mawson Station, Antarctica

}We don’t get any TV coverage 
down here. We only have access 
to Australian TV and even then 
the bandwidth is so minimal 
that getting anything live means 
everyone else on station not to be 
on the internet. We’ve managed to 
do this a few times for the State of 
Origin [Australian rugby league] and 
the men’s final at Wimbledon but 
this is not that tenable for a whole 
Test. I follow on the BBC website. 
I’m in the westernmost Australian 

Wright Thompson  
American sports writer, at Lord’s

}My father, who grew up on a 
Mississippi farm about as far away 
from Lord’s as you can get, liked 
to remind me how much more you 
enjoyed something if required to 
work for it. That’s what I thought 
about at my first Test match, which 
happened to be the 2,000th in 
the long history of the game. I’d 
been sent by ESPN.com to explain 
a five-day sporting event to our 
readers, which is how I found 
myself travelling from my home 
in Mississippi to St Johns Wood. I 
was hooked almost immediately. 
The stillness that pervades Test 
cricket, the anticipation of drama 
yet to unfold, makes the arrival 
of the moment itself charged and 
thrilling. My favourite moments at 
Lord’s – other than Pimm’s, obviously 
– were the times spent imagining 
what might come next. The lunch in 
Sachin’s first innings: would he get 
a hundred? The lunch on day four, 
when India took wickets with ease 
and the match seemed in doubt. The 
hour before the start on the final 
morning, when fans lined up in a 
twisting queue, wondering if they’d 
see history unfold.~
John Stern at Lord’s

} In the media centre there weren’t 
even enough broadcast boxes to go 
round, such was the huge interest in 
the series. Downstairs in the main 
body of the spaceship where the 
writers sit, every seat was taken and 
there was a palpable buzz of 
excitement from two hours before the 
start. The ECB says that 160 
journalists, broadcasters and 
photographers were accredited for the 
Test. It was like the 2005 Ashes but 
with more visiting media. The press 
box normally hums with discreet 
chatter and the tip-tap of laptops. But 
this was different. Normally detached, 
impartial observers were on edge and 
Indian reporters tend to be a bit more 
expressive. Each cover drive from 
Dravid or Tendulkar was greeted by 
“Shot!” And there was even a 
smattering of applause for landmark 
moments, not a familiar press-box 
sound.~ 

Limited coverage 
in Libya: the 
Prakash family in 
Benghazi suffer 
from power cuts
above; Rich Baker 
in Antarctica below 
left, with penguins 
on the pitch 
and poor light 
conditions

Two up: Broad during his 64 at Trent Bridge; 
Dravid scores another century top; Broad 
leads the team off after his five-for middle; 
Sreesanth is bowled and England win 
above; five wickets for Bresnan right

‘I can’t believe  
I experienced 
two declarations’: 
Finnish fan Sara 
Torvalds at 
Lord’s above
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